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April?, 2000

For Immediate Release:
ANNUAL ALLEN NEFF READING TO FEATURE AUTHOR BETH LORDAN
CHARLESTON- Beth Lordan, author of "August Heat" and "And Both Shall Row," will be
the featured reader at this year's Allen Neff Memorial Reading, to be held at the Tarble Arts Center.
The reading will take place at 4 p.m. Thursday, April13. Admission is free and open to the
public.
Lordan, a Southern Illinois University-Carbondale professor, will read from her recent works.
Her short fiction has appeared in "Farmers Market," "Gettysburg Review" and "The Atlantic
Monthly." She has won prizes from the New York State Council on the Arts and the Illinois Arts
Council, as well as a National Endowment for the Arts Fellowship.
Allen Neff had been a member of Eastern's Department of English from 1967 to 1977 when
he died at the age of 47. In his years at Eastern, Neff was a member of the Illinois Arts Council
Writers-in-Residence Program; he lectured and read before professional and non-professional
groups across the country; he published poetry; and he edited Eastern's literary journal, "Karamu,"
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(which is still published through the English department). As teacher and writer, Neff introduced
hundreds of students to the joys of creative writing.
The Allen Neff Memorial Fund was established by the Department of English in cooperation
with the EIU Foundation in order to establish a continuing series of readings and lectures by major
writers from across the country. This fund has brought writers to Eastern's campus every year
since 1984.
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